
CHARTERED LIFE UNDERWRITER®

CLU®



Launched in 1927, the Chartered Life Underwriter 

(CLU®) is the insurance profession’s oldest standard 

of excellence. Today, it continues to be the credential 

of choice for practitioners who want to provide their 

clients with the security of life insurance and risk 

management. Since its inception, tens of thousands 

of financial services professionals have obtained this 

prestigious designation. With particular emphasis 

placed on ethics and commitment to clients, the CLU® 

has earned a distinguished reputation backed by 

security and stewardship.

SECURITY AND 
STEWARDSHIP



A HOLISTIC AND 
THOROUGH APPROACH 
TO INSURANCE 
PLANNING

In the Chartered Life Underwriter® (CLU®) program, students learn 

how to fully serve the diverse needs of their individual and business 

clients through in-depth insurance knowledge. Upon completion, 

students have the expertise to provide guidance to clients on types 

and amounts of life insurance, make recommendations on aspects 

of risk management, and demonstrate expert knowledge of various 

insurance solutions. A CLU® designee understands the legal aspects 

of life insurance, and assisting clients in making decisions about 

estate planning, including various wills and trust arrangements.

Our Personal Pathway™ learning model is designed to give you total 

control of your educational experience. Personal Pathway™ offers a 

student-focused, interactive learning environment engineered to help you 

master more information and reach your goals successfully even sooner. 

Personal Pathway™ gives you the practical, applied knowledge to make a 

difference in people’s lives by combining the unique learning elements of 

self-study and live webinars at one tuition rate. To learn more about this 

re-imagined experience, visit TheAmericanCollege.edu/PersonalPathway.

YOUR PERSONAL PATHWAY™ EXPERIENCE

https://www.theamericancollege.edu/plan-your-studies/student-experience/course-delivery-methods/personal-pathway


Earn Your CLU® Your Way

You can study at your own pace, wherever and whenever is most convenient 

for you. A self-study program gives you the opportunity to truly tailor your 

education to your lifestyle. Our online study aids provide you with the 

guidance and practice you need to feel confident on test day.

With every registration, students are granted access to:

•  Downloadable content for your iPad®, iPhone®, or Android device

•  Online discussion with course professor

•  Audio reviews

•  Supplemental readings

•  Streaming video lectures

106,000+ CLU® DESIGNEES AWARDED SINCE

1927



REQUIRED COURSES

HS 311 Fundamentals of Insurance Planning* 

Focuses on the role of planning for risk management needs, including 

fundamental principles of risk management, credit risk and protection, 

insurance, and more.

HS 323 Individual Life Insurance 

Focuses on life insurance policies and annuities available for the personal needs 

of individuals and their use in financial planning. 

HS 324 Life Insurance Law 

Examines legal rights and obligations of the policy owner and the insurance 

company, the way disputes between the insured and insurers are resolved, and 

general principles of the judicial process.

HS 330 Fundamentals of Estate Planning* 

Covers various aspects of estate and gift tax planning, including probate process, 

types of property interests, transfer strategies, and more.

HS 331 Planning for Business Owners and Professionals 

Focuses on tax and legal aspects of organizing a business, compensation planning 

for the business owner, business succession planning, and more. 

 

 

ELECTIVE COURSES (CHOOSE THREE)

HS 300 Financial Planning: Process and Environment* 

An overview of the financial planning process, including communication 

techniques, behavioral finance, statement preparation, and more. Also discusses 

the roles and responsibilities of financial advisors.

COURSE DETAILS



HS 321 Fundamentals of Income Taxation* 

Examines the federal income tax system, with topics including individual 

taxation, taxation of income and capital assets, passive activity loss rules, 

and more.

HS 326 Planning for Retirement Needs* 

Focuses on helping businesses and individuals plan for retirement, including 

asset accumulation and distribution planning, qualified pension plans and 

setup, profit-sharing, IRAs, and more.

HS 328 Investments* 

Covers principles of investments and their application to financial planning, 

including securities laws and market structure, asset classifications, risk and 

return, and more.

HS 334 Estate Planning Applications 

Covers estate and gift tax principles with an emphasis on life insurance 

planning applications.

HS 375 Introduction to Disability and Lifetime Planning 

Introduces students to the field of disability and provides an orientation to 

working with individuals with disabilities and their families.

HS 376 Legal and Financial Issues for Special Needs Families 

Covers unique legal techniques and tools that apply to special needs planning. 

Of particular importance are special needs trusts, wills, powers-of-attorney, 

and guardianships.

*CLU® courses available in Personal Pathway™ starting July 1, 2020.



Ongoing Commitment: Carry The Shield

The American College of Financial Services is the premier 

educational institution dedicated to the development of financial 

services professionals. The College has worked tirelessly to educate 

our nation’s advisors, to help them raise the level of their profession, 

and to ensure that society has an industry built on trust. Graduates 

and designees of The American College of Financial Services have 

studied, passed rigorous exams, and proven that they not only have the 

technical knowledge to serve their clients, but have sworn to practice 

ethically and in the best interest of the people they serve. We look 

to our graduates, designees, students, and future leaders, to earn the 

trust of your clients, to represent the legacy of this institution, and to 

proudly “Carry the Shield.”

“I have to say that what I learned from 
the staff and students at The American 

College was immeasurable. It has helped 
me progress my professional career and 

made me a better advisor.”

RICHARD LAMANNO



The mark of CLU® is the property of The American College of Financial Services® and may 
be used by individuals who have successfully completed the initial and ongoing certification 
requirements for this designation.

MKT00106

Financial education for today

The American College of Financial Services offers driven financial 

services professionals one of the most valuable, and highly regarded, 

educations you can receive. The College provides applied financial 

knowledge and education, promotes life-long learning, and advocates 

for ethical standards for the benefit of society. As a nonprofit, 

accredited education institution, our courses are researched and 

written by a faculty of the nation’s top thought leaders in financial 

services. Our goal is to ensure that our students are viewed by clients 

and peers as the best and brightest in their fields.

CHARTERED LIFE UNDERWRITER®

CLU®

THEAMERICANCOLLEGE.EDU/CLU

OR CALL 888-795-6306

 
THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF FINANCIAL SERVICES 
630 ALLENDALE ROAD, KING OF PRUSSIA, PA 19406


